should not be considered as the last word (Nussbaum 2000) , rather it should be approached as a starting step in deciphering these appalling human rights violations, and consequently confronting and eradicating them.
Official records of violence may not be documented due to many factors, such as preserving national pride, avoiding international sanctions or boycott, protecting the collectivist units, upholding cultural heritage and identity, denying the prevalence of shameful and inhumane practices, and, sustaining certain beliefs that condone or even endorse gender discrimination and violence against women.
No Unit of Measurement: Domestic Violence and Spousal Rape
Domestic violence and spousal rape are examples of social norms that are not considered violations of women's human rights according to social norms rooted in sacred texts and teachings in many societies, including the Arab world. According to prevalent interpretations of sacred norms rooted in the Qur'an, hadith , and other sacred texts, certain forms of physical discipline against women are condoned and even sanctioned as a last resort against disobedient women.
According to sacred norms and teachings in Muslim societies, men have access to their wives to satisfy their sexual needs at their will. Wives should respond obediently to the needs of their husbands according to this socially assigned identity and role of women. No reasons, other than sickness of menstruation, should prevent a wife from not satisfying her husbands' sexual needs. In these societies, spousal rape or forced sex do not exist on records, since women are taught to act according to their husbands' wills.
Spousal Rape: When Gender Violence Is Not Violence
Norms rooted in sacred teachings show that obedient woman are blessed, and women who act defiantly toward their husbands are cursed. For example, Prophet Muhammad said, "If a man invites his wife to sleep with him and she refuses to come to him, then the angels send their curses on her till morning." 2 In a similar hadith , the angels will curse the woman until she responds to her husband's desire.
Further hadiths demand wives to be subordinate to their husbands in other areas of daily living. One hadith states that a wife should seek their husband's permission before starting voluntary fasting. The Prophet said, "A woman should not fast (optional fasts) except with her husband's permission if he is at home (staying with her)."
3 Since sacred teaching commands the fasting person to abstain from sexual acts, a wife who plans to fast must obtain permission from her husband. Husbands do not need permission from their wives to fast. Wives, according to this norm, are expected to accommodate their husbands' sexual needs even at the expense of skipping a sacred act of voluntary fasting, giving their husbands' sexual satisfaction more credence than their religious desires. This reflects the skewed distribution of status (or status goods),
